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In Bill Hybels’ book Holy Discontent, he 
references “Popeye the Sailorman” in his 
description of what passion and calling look 
like in the life of a Christ follower. In it, Hybels 
describes Popeye’s reaction to his beloved Olive 
Oyl being tortured by his nemesis, Bluto, which 
inevitably happened every episode. Popeye 
would gather his strength and exclaim, “that’s 
all I can stands and I can’t stands no more!” He 
would then be muscle-armed and fervently off 
to her rescue. This illustration is quite fitting of 
Jamie and Holle Wollin’s call to the fight against 
human trafficking in Southeast Asia. The couple 
experienced the suffering of the people of 
Southeast Asia and they couldn’t “stands” it 
any more.
Several years back, while Holle was working 
as a teacher and Jamie as an engineer, the 
couple was asked to serve on a mission trip to 
Cambodia. During their time there, through 
tours and questions, they became painfully 
aware of the human trafficking of children in 
that part of the world, which serves to support 
the sex tourism industry. Impoverished families 
are often fooled into selling their children 
into this industry; all the while, believing that 
their children are going to work in an upscale 
environment, such as a restaurant. Each year 
thousands of tourists from wealthy countries 
visit Thailand and Cambodia in order to 
participate in this nauseating industry. Upon 
the Wollins’ return to the United States, the 
Unto one of the least of these: 
Asbury alumni minister to children, families in Southeast Asia
Jamie and Holle Wollin (2008)
continued on page 9
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The Asbury Alumni Link is intended to be Asbury Theological 
Seminary’s publication dedicated exclusively to our alumni. I 
love to tell the story of Asbury and you, our devoted alumni, 
are the “lion’s share” of that story. We will feature many 
Asbury Seminary alumni and their incredible accounts of 
ministry. In this issue, you will notice several changes to the 
layout, including several new features. 
One new feature will be “Asbury’s Top 10.” This will be a 
top 10 list given to us by one of our distinguished faculty 
or alumni. This issue contains a top 10 list compiled by 
our president, J. Ellsworth Kalas. I asked Dr. Kalas, “If you 
were to be stranded on a desert island and could only take 
10 books with you, which books would you take?” I figured 
many of us would be very interested in such a list. In fact, 
as I have read through his list, I promised myself a visit to 
Amazon.com to make a few purchases. In future editions 
look for more top 10 lists such as, Ben Witherington’s top 
10 New Testament places to visit in the Middle East or Ellen 
Marmon’s top 10 musical groups (any genre).
Another feature we will have in each issue is the “Wisdom 
from the Ages.” I have found the insights of those who 
have “fought the fight” and have “run [much of] the race” 
invaluable. This spot will allow us the privilege of learning 
from the experience of those who are 70-plus years old, 
many with over 50 years of ministry. This issue features 
Dr. David Rambo, who served as director of the Beeson 
International Leaders program at Asbury Seminary. He 
has a rich background of global collaboration including 
years as a pastor and missionary, as a seminary president 
in Canada and the United States, and as vice-president for 
International Ministries and president of The Christian 
Missionary & Alliance denomination, as well as past Board 
Chairman of the National Association of Evangelicals. I left 
the question to Dr. Rambo pretty open, asking, “If you could 
share anything with those who are currently in ministry in 
400 words or less, what would you share?” His insights are 
very useful. Keep your eyes open for articles in the future 
from other giants of the faith.
Please feel free to email us at alumni@asburyseminary.edu  
to let us know how we are doing. This is your newsletter.  
We desire The Asbury Alumni Link to be relevant to you,  
our alumni. 
From the editor
Tammy L. Cessna
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The Wesleyan movement has been an 
evangelical project from the beginning.1 
Wesley famously said to his preachers: “You 
have nothing to do but to save souls!” 2 
However, it is always dangerous to select 
some statements from Wesley’s long career 
and thus miss the balance of Wesley, the 
theologian. For example, we love to quote 
here at Asbury that Wesley’s desire was to 
“spread scriptural holiness over the land,” 
but we miss the first part of the quote, that 
his design was “Not to form any new sect; 
but to reform the nation, particularly the 
Church….” 3 In a section titled “The Mission 
of an Evangelist,” A. Skevington Wood 
counters the claim that Wesley offered only 
“a soporific of heavenly prospects to persuade 
men (sic) to endure their unjust lot.”4    
This is… to overlook the very considerable 
practical social work that Wesley and 
his helpers did. It was he who set up 
dispensaries for the sick and helped the 
poor to guard their meager savings in 
a mutual benefit society. It was he who 
started the school for collier’s children 
at Kingswood and the orphan house 
at Newcastle.  It was he who promoted 
co-operative industry amongst the 
underprivileged and encouraged the 
Strangers’ Friend Society to provide relief. 5   
More recently, Christine Pohl has recovered 
Wesley’s concepts of “complicated misery” 
and “complicated wickedness.”6 First, 
Wesley developed his notions because he 
had first-hand experience with those who 
were suffering.7 Second, Wesley recognized 
“the complex interrelation of spiritual and 
social death.”8 Third, Wesley recognized 
that even good people, when engaged in 
a corrupt system, produce “complicated 
villainy” that oppresses at a distance. Wesley 
was distressed, later in life, by the effects of 
wealth on his Methodists who had begun to 
lose their “methods.”
Today, young Wesleyans are working to recover 
the balance of social justice and evangelism. 
Thomas Muhomba is an elder in the United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. He recently 
surveyed the church’s response to HIV-
AIDS sufferers and caregivers. He discovered 
cultural understandings that contribute to 
the spread of HIV and work against providing 
appropriate care for those suffering from 
AIDS, even in the church. He also discovered 
that some caregivers are responding in 
innovative ways under difficult conditions 
where international sanctions have reduced 
resources. He is now encouraging the UMC in 
Zimbabwe to expand its social services.  
In the same country, Jeanine Roberts has been 
working face-to-face with rural caregivers 
for those with AIDS. She has been linking 
American churches with resources to rural 
caregivers with needs, so that “the one who 
has much, does not have too much, and the 
one who has little, does not have too little.” 9   
Jamie and Holle Wollin are developing 
their call to serve with those abused by the 
sex trade in Thailand. A by-product of the 
Vietnam War and globalization, international 
sex tourism has become a money-making 
industry that chews up the young and makes 
them old all too soon. How can the church 
respond with grace to organized suffering?      
Our alumni minister in a variety of settings: 
evangelizing, reconciling, liberating, healing 
and comforting. These are all part of the 
task to which every follower of Christ has 
been called; spreading the good news of the 
Kingdom of God’s love for the whole world 
as demonstrated through Jesus Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
Social justice
Mike Rynkiewich, Director of Postgraduate Studies, Professor of Anthropology
1 See, for example, A. Skevington Wood (1967/2007), The Burning 
Heart, John Wesley: Evangelist.  Lexington, KY: Emeth Press.
2 Ibid., p. 
3 Ibid., p. 224.
4 Ibid., p. 161.
5 Ibid., p. 161.
6 Christine D. Pohl, “Practicing Hospitality in the Face of ‘Complicated 
Wickedness.’” Wesleyan Theological Journal, Spring 2007. 
7 See William Mefford’s doctoral dissertation (2008) that demonstrates 
that location is a critical factor in a church’s decision to enter into 
social justice ministries.  
8  Pohl, p. 2. 
9 II Corinthians 8:15.
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I am a nurse and my husband, Bill, is a family 
practice physician. God blessed us with a beautiful 
home, wonderful jobs, three beautiful sons and all 
the material possessions we could possibly want. 
In spite of all this, I felt empty, like something 
was missing. As I grew closer to God and started 
attending church on a regular basis, God placed 
a desire on my heart to help those less fortunate 
than myself. My husband was not ready for this, so 
I had to wait for God’s timing. I never dreamed it 
would take so long! I can see now that neither of 
us was ready and that God was waiting for us to be 
obedient in every way: spiritually, emotionally and 
financially. Material things were still too  
important to us. 
I was a Hospice nurse and believed God was calling me 
to Asbury Seminary to be a Hospice chaplain. I was very 
excited about this and attended seminary for three years. 
During this time, I discovered that God was calling me 
to Asbury to fine-tune my heart for missions. I can never 
express how much that experience meant to me. Dr. Steve 
Harper and Dr. Hugo Magallanes were key people in helping 
me to understand Wesleyan theology and what it means 
to really care for “the least of these.” I knew then that God 
The Jesus Clinic:  
Healing body and spirit
Pam Gilmer (former Asbury Florida student)
Admissions
Preview 
Weekends
The 2007 Preview Weekends 
were a great success. Many 
prospective students had the 
opportunity to gain firsthand 
knowledge of “The Asbury 
Experience” and of those 
who attended, 77 percent are 
currently enrolled or actively 
pursuing enrollment at  
Asbury Seminary. 
2008 Fall Preview Weekends:  
Oct. 10-11 (Kentucky) 
Oct. 24-25 (Florida)
If you know any prospective 
students who have not 
yet visited one of our 
geophysical campuses, please 
invite them to take part 
in one of these weekends. 
Each weekend provides a 
representation of Asbury as 
a whole. So we encourage 
prospective students 
to attend the weekend, 
whichever one is most 
convenient for them in terms 
of location and schedule.
More information can be 
found at asburyseminary.edu.
Thank you for your faithful 
support of Asbury.  
Our alumni are our most 
effective recruiters!
The Admissions Staff
2009 Spring Preview Weekend 
dates are April 17-18 (Florida) 
and April 24-25 (Kentucky).
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had a plan for Bill and me. God called me 
out of the seminary and I will complete my 
education in His timing.  
Bill and I both had careers where we saw 
people who were working two, sometimes 
three jobs just to feed their family. They 
would have to choose between going to the 
doctor or paying rent. These people would 
go to the ER where they would be given a 
one-month supply of their blood pressure 
or diabetes medication. Then they were told 
to follow up with their family physician. The 
problem was that they could not afford to do 
this. We spoke to several local churches about 
the desire God placed on our hearts to help 
these people, but we did not get much of a 
response. We believe that the Church is not 
only called, but commanded to love God and 
to love their neighbor 
as themselves. We 
began attending 
Tomoka Christian 
Church, which has 
a missions budget 
of $1.5 million. 
They pledged their 
support and we were 
off and running.  
Everyone in the 
church was excited 
about what God would do. It was contagious. 
Another local church donated the space in 
their gym to house our new clinic. It took 
us a year to jump through all the zoning, 
permit, renovation and inspection hoops. 
In January 2006 we opened under the name 
above all names, The Jesus Clinic. We had 
everything we needed, God’s hand provided. 
Great is his faithfulness! One of the local 
hospitals gave us an x-ray machine and a 
local doctor gave us furniture, exam tables 
and paintings. Contractors completed all 
the framing, put up sheet rock, painted, and 
installed central heat and air conditioning. 
Electricians wired the building, tile and 
carpet layers installed the floors. All of this 
labor was donated and we only had to pay for 
the materials.
God has blessed us with volunteers, who 
have wonderful servant hearts. Our mission 
statement is “to provide the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to those who do not know Him and to 
provide compassionate, high-quality family 
practice to those who cannot afford health 
insurance.” The scripture God used in our 
hearts as we started the clinic was Matthew 
11:28: “Come to me all you who are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
God has provided us with the ability to see 
patients in a beautiful setting and meet all of 
their family practice needs. The patients are 
seen by appointment only. This gives them 
enough time for all their medical need to be 
addressed and for them to understand that 
God loves them. We provide pap smears, 
basic labs, x-rays, minor surgery, EKGs and 
other services. We have intercessors present 
each night that we are open and have seen 
many people come to know Jesus and start 
attending church.  
The community has been wonderful. We 
have 30 doctors, physician assistants and 
nurse practitioners who 
volunteer their time. 
Some come monthly 
and some come weekly. 
We have 40 nurses 
and 60 office staff 
who keep everything 
running smoothly. We 
have several specialists 
who volunteer at 
the clinic as well as a 
network of specialists 
who see our patients in their offices.  In 
2007, The Jesus Clinic provided more than 
$700,000 of free medical care during 2,000 
patient visits. Other local churches have also 
started supporting us and we are getting 
ready to expand. We will go from five to 10 
exam rooms and also open a dental clinic for 
our patients. We have 30 local dentists ready 
to volunteer for cleanings, simple extractions 
and fillings. God is good all the time and all 
the time God is good! People ask us, “How 
did you get all this done?” We respond with 
the words of Jesus in Matthew 19:26: “with 
man this is impossible but with God all 
things are possible.” Now my husband and 
I would like to go into other communities 
and start Jesus Clinics. There is such a 
need. I pray that those reading this will feel 
the nudge of the Holy Spirit to start a free 
medical clinic. You will be blessed beyond 
measure!  
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Michael Lolwerikoi was born in northern 
Kenya into the Maasai tribes. Michael is 
studying at Asbury Seminary, working 
toward his Ph.D. in Intercultural Studies. 
His tribe is a 
pastoral nomadic 
people who have 
suffered nine 
economically 
debilitating drought 
episodes in the 
last four decades. 
In conversations 
with Michael, it 
does not take long 
to understand 
his compassion 
for his countrymen. Growing up in this 
desert region, Michael has watched his 
people struggle to acquire water for 
survival. This has heavily impacted him. 
He has responded to a call from God to 
help bring fresh water resources into this 
region. Michael is committed to helping 
create access to safe drinking water for the 
communities in Northern Kenya and to 
monitor its distribution. The ministry he 
founded is committed to drill five wells and 
install multi-spigot 
distribution equipment 
for the people and 
animals of the region. 
Here is a portion of 
Michael Lolwerikoi’s 
story:
“Every day hundreds 
of thousands of people 
in Kenya and in most 
parts of East Africa 
region drink unsanitary 
water they have spent hours walking to 
gather. These waters are contaminated 
with parasites such as guinea worm and 
Schistosomes as well as dangerous cholera 
bacteria. According to the Ministry of 
Health report, 36 percent of all hospital 
cases reported in Kenya pertain to parasitic 
A well of hope  
for drought-stricken Kenya 
Tammy L. Cessna
I have had a greater awareness of my water usage these past few days. Every 
morning before 8 a.m., I alone use about 20 gallons of water in the process 
of getting ready for my workday. I admit that I take the endless availability of 
clean water for granted. Hearing Michael Lolwerikoi’s story of the indigenous 
tribes of the Maasai peoples of northern Kenya has made me consider and 
appreciate the supply of fresh water my family and I enjoy daily. 
“And if anyone gives even 
a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones 
because he is my disciple, 
I tell you the truth, he 
will certainly not lose his 
reward.” Matthew 10:42
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Water Use Statistics  
Presented by the American Water Works 
Association (drinktap.org)
Daily indoor per capita water use in the 
typical single family home (in the United 
States) is 69.3 gallons. 
% of Total Daily Use: 
Clothes  
Washers:  
21.7%
Other: 2.2%
Dishwashers: 1.4%
Showers: 
16.8%
Faucets:  
15.7%
Leaks:  
13.7%
Baths: 1.7%
Toilets:  
26.7%
intrusions. Many more incidents go 
unreported due to a staggering lack of 
health care infrastructure, especially in 
the more devastated semi-arid area of 
North Kenya. 
Please pray that our goal of drilling a well 
for my home village of 50,000 people shall 
come into fruition. I would like to see that 
one day their hardship of walking five to 
six miles distance on a daily basis to carry 
water home with a 20 liter (or 40 pints) 
‘jerry can,’ on their backs or sometimes 
by head will come to an end. It is our 
prayer that parents, their children and the 
livestock will be able to drink clean and 
safe water from underground. This can 
only be made possible by drilling fresh 
water wells.”
When I think of Michael and the way he is 
serving the people of his country, I think of 
Matthew 10:42, “And if anyone gives even 
a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the 
truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” 
I admit I am spoiled. Tomorrow I will 
get up and once again use more than 20 
gallons of clean water within an hour.  
However, what I used to take for granted, 
I will now consider with greater gratitude. 
When I turn on the faucet to brush my 
teeth, I will remember to pray for Michael 
Lolwerikoi and the people he loves so 
much. I will also ask the Lord to unlock 
my understanding and begin to show me 
ways I can make a difference and help 
alleviate the suffering of others.
I began ministry in 1960 when evangelicals were beginning to rise from a minority 
status among American churches. Since then, evangelicals have risen to a 
leadership position in America and, even more so, throughout the world. You have 
been a part of this and are privileged to serve in an era of unspeakable opportunity.
One word defining our postmodern time is “change.” We are living centuries in decades, and 
the speed of change is ever increasing. How you respond, says Leith Anderson, will probably 
determine what your future in ministry will be. If change is seen as threat, your future will 
be dark. If, however, change is seen as opportunity, the future is posed in a positive light. The 
following injunctions are not new to you and many are reflective of what you are now doing.  
“If there is any virtue,” think on one or two of these things.
Wisdom of the Ages:  
Building blocks for a fruitful ministry
Dr. David Rambo
1. Be a lifelong learner. 
A few may do this through self-discipline. Most, 
however, will need to re-tool in mid-course through 
continuing education. The day is over when most 
can go full term without intermediate help.
2. Make the pursuit of God your  
highest priority.
The demands of ministry are relentless and serving 
God can take precedence over knowing God. 
Looking back, my life was given wholly to serving 
God and not nearly enough given to knowing 
God. Stephen Neill, missionary statesman to India, 
asked believers what kind of missionary, if any, they 
wanted or needed. The overwhelming response 
was to send people who can help them find God. I 
think American parishioners would say this too.
3. Preach well. 
Though ministry consists of more than preaching, 
it is, and always will be, irreplaceable in your work. 
In the world of 15- and 30-second commercials, 
minds are conditioned to quickly screen out 
information that is not deemed helpful. As a poor 
sermon listener, the preacher has to catch me 
quick or my mind wanders everywhere. (I don’t 
think I’m alone in this.)
I suggest two things. First, preach without notes; 
leaving manuscript or notes in your office. Second, 
because the Bible is two-thirds narrative and 
both children and adults love story, I recommend 
narrative preaching for those gifted to do so.
4. Invest in your family. 
Most pastors are married and have children. I 
have done some research on children whose 
parents are pastors. While most rate growing up 
in the parsonage as passable to very good, too 
many confessed to deep anger that either mom 
or dad was too busy to be a good parent or that 
parishioners treated their parents badly.
5. Make ministry to children and youth a  
high priority. 
Hundreds of churches are dying simply because 
they have not retained their children. Most 
Christians came to faith before the age of 18. 
Investment in children and youth often is costly 
financially, but irreplaceable in importance. Help 
youth to experience life outside America through 
mission trips. It will benefit them more than the 
people they meet and will be transformational  
to many.
6. Support the traditional family. 
William Bennett in his outstanding book, The 
Broken Hearth, states what we all sense to be true:
“Today the American family is under siege as never 
before. From the dramatic rise in illegitimacy, 
divorce, cohabitation and single parenthood 
to the call for recognition of gay marriages, 
the traditional nuclear family is being radically 
challenged and undermined along with the moral 
and legal consequences that once supported it.”
7. Seek a mentor. 
The word “mentor” was uncommon in my first 20 
years of ministry. Now it is advisable to have one, 
preferably outside your congregation. Seek one 
who has some sense of boundaries, but is also 
willing to “go out into the deep.” Don’t abandon 
your confidence in this person when they don’t 
say what may please you, or even affirm you.
8. Empower leadership. 
God has generously gifted every person in your 
congregation. Most live and die without knowing 
their natural talent or spiritual gift. Make gift 
prospecting part of your task. Build people up. 
Pass on an awareness of God’s blessing, which is 
evident in the person.
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plight of those who were being sexually 
exploited remained with them so 
much so that they followed this call 
to Asbury Seminary. They prepared 
themselves to return to Southeast Asia 
and engage in the fight against human 
trafficking.  
In mid-September of this year, Jamie, 
Holle and their young son moved to 
Thailand where they have begun to 
acclimate themselves to their new 
country, receive additional training and 
teach at a Bible college. Because of 
their obvious Caucasian appearance, 
their work will not directly involve 
breaking the oppressed out of 
brothels; this will be left to the national 
activists. Jamie and Holle will spend 
their time caring for and educating the 
people of Thailand and working toward 
the end of human trafficking in the 
cities of Southeast Asia.
When asked how we at Asbury can 
better understand and support them 
in their mission, they expressed their 
desire for the community of Christ 
to form a deeper understanding that 
the loss of the innocent children 
of Southeast Asia is a loss for the 
whole body. Jamie and Holle want to 
encourage us to make ourselves aware 
of the issues that are facing God’s 
children around the world and “to 
think globally and act locally.” The 
Wollins’ story is not only inspiring, 
but one to be supported and prayed 
over. It is an example where the 
awareness of suffering has caused 
others to go in the name of Christ, 
to end the injustice. It serves as a 
reminder that the message of Christ 
cannot be preached to the hungry and 
persecuted if nothing is being done to 
alleviate their suffering. Please join us 
in praying for the Wollins and for the 
children of Southeast Asia. Take a step 
today to think about your actions on 
a global level and then act accordingly, 
even in your own back yard.  
continued from cover story
Asbury’s top 10:  
Dr. Kalas’ top 10 books
J. Ellsworth Kalas, President, Asbury Theological Seminary
Now and then someone asks me to list the books 
that have influenced my life the most. I can’t 
compile that list until I’m in heaven, where I have 
perfect self-perception.  
Listed below are the 10 books I would take with me if I 
were banished someplace where I could take no more:
1. The Bible. I say this not because you expect me to, but 
because it’s true. I first read the Bible in its entirety when I was 
11 years old. The Lord willing, I plan to do so again in 2009.
2. A book of hymns (big!). I don’t know which one, but I’m 
grateful that I can recall hundreds of hymns that are no longer 
in any single hymnal.
3. The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. I can open it 
(or Bartlett’s, for that matter) on any page and be fascinated, 
amused, moved and inspired.
4. Untermeyer: Modern American Poetry and Modern 
British Poetry. This won’t give me earlier masters, like John 
Donne and Emily Dickinson, or someone as recent as Donald 
Hall, but its 1,200 pages will remind me of the days I was 
introduced to T. S. Eliot, Carl Sandburg, Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
Thomas Hardy – and many others I haven’t met yet.
5. A devotional book. I’m going to settle for my own book, 
The Grand Sweep, because its devotions lead one through the 
entire Bible. I wrote it so long ago that it will be new to me.
6. A collection of essays. I’d like for it to be very eclectic, as 
long as it includes several by Joseph Epstein. Essays stimulate 
one’s thinking.
7. Twenty Centuries of Great Preaching. I’m cheating 
on this one, because it’s 12 volumes. Here, in any event, are 
sermons enough to nourish the soul for a very long time.
8. Biographies. The book above contains short bios of all 
the preachers whose sermons are included. This also gives one 
a good trip through church history in particular and human 
history in general.
9. My high school annual. For purely sentimental reasons, to 
remind of the world from which I’ve come and of people I knew 
and loved long ago.
10. A very large book of unlined paper, on which I can 
write all the insights that come to me from day to day.     
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Deceased alumni
Ralph W. Blodgett (1934)
Rev. Robert R. Geyer (1944) was 
a graduate of Asbury College and 
Asbury Seminary. In 1945 he and 
his wife were sent to Bolivia, South 
America, where they worked with 
the village of Guanay for more than 
12 years, caring for the spiritual 
and temporal needs of the people. 
Robert taught at Cascade College 
in Portland, Ore., and traveled 
the country doing speaking 
engagements. He returned many 
times to Bolivia and did significant 
missionary work in Mexico and 
Honduras.
Dr. Ora D. Lovell (1946)
Rev. Robert W. Klatt (1949) 
Dr. Edward S. Richards (1951) 
served in the United States Air Force 
during World War II and received his 
B.A. from Augsburg College in1940 
and his M.Div. from Asbury Seminary 
in 1951. He was an ordained United 
Methodist pastor and served in 
Minnesota and Florida.
Rev. Isaac A. Patton (1952) was a 
US Navy Veteran serving in WWII 
on a tanker in the Pacific before 
being discharged in 1945. He was 
Methodist minister serving in many 
area churches including Stone Ave. 
Methodist Church and retired after 
10 years in Sterlington, La. The Rev. 
Patton was a visiting pastor at Lea 
Joyner Memorial United Methodist 
Church for over 20 years. He was 
also an avid fisherman.
Dr. J. Howard Olds (1970) 
received his M.Div. from Asbury 
Seminary and then went on to 
receive his Doctorate of Ministry 
from Lexington Theological 
Seminary in 1977. From 1970–
2000, he faithfully served four 
United Methodist Churches 
between Lexington and Louisville. 
For the past eight years he served 
as senior pastor of Brentwood 
United Methodist Church. He 
retired in June.
Dr. Gerald O. Breithaupt (1971) 
After receiving his M.Div. from 
Asbury seminary, Dr. Breithaupt 
went on to pursue his D.Min. in 
Church Administration at San 
Francisco Theological Seminary.  
Births
Bill and Heather Rattray (2004) 
are proud to announce the birth of 
their son, Hudson Taylor, born June 
3, 2008.
Alumni updates
Walter Hughley (1969) retired in 
June from active ministry in the 
Mississippi Conference of the 
United Methodist Church after 
serving 40 years, although he 
continues to preach and write. 
He and his wife, Janis, reside in 
Kosciusko, Miss.
Steve Bennett (1971) has been 
appointed superintendent of the 
Northwest Plains District in the 
West Ohio Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 
Mike Slaughter (1976) has spent 
29 years as senior pastor of 
Ginghamsburg United Methodist 
Church in Tipp City, Ohio. His 
passion for the lost and oppressed 
has made him an advocate for 
the people of Darfur, Sudan. 
Since initiating The Sudan Project 
(thesudanproject.org) in 2005, 
his church has invested greatly 
into humanitarian relief in Darfur. 
The result has been agricultural 
advances, a child development 
program and safe drinking water 
reaching 250,000 Sudanese 
refugees and villagers.  
Peggy Oliver Johnson (1980), 
pastor of Church of Christ United 
Methodist Church of the Deaf and 
leader of Wesley’s Deaf Ministry 
Immersions, has been elected to 
join the nine-bishop council for the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction of The 
United Methodist Church.
Dr. Bob Boyd Jr. (1994), president 
of the Bob Boyd Evangelistic 
Association (BBEA), recently held 
an evangelistic campaign in Western 
Kenya with a team including his 
wife, Mallory, during which many 
came to Christ. While in Kenya, 
they also worked with the School 
of Discipleship, founded by BBEA. 
Please visit bobboyd.org.
Chaplain James K. McNeely II 
(1994) was recently promoted 
by The United States Army 
to the rank of Major. Chaplain 
McNeely currently serves at 
Redstone Arsenal, Alabama in 
the 59th Ordnance Brigade. 
Chaplain McNeely will be the 
brigade chaplain for the 111th 
Military Intelligence Brigade at Ft. 
Huachuca, Ariz., in August of 2008.
Rev. Dr. Edwin Green (1998) 
received a Master of Theology 
from Princeton Theological 
Seminary at the school’s 196th 
Commencement Exercises on Sat., 
May 17, 2008. 
Rev. Vaughn Thurston-Cox (2004) 
accepted a position as the director 
of the Wesley Foundation at Ferris 
State University in Big Rapids, Mich. 
His wife, Hillary (2002), teaches 
kindergarten in Big Rapids, Mich.
David Fenrick (2007) was 
elected secretary-treasurer of 
the Association of Professors of 
Mission. David teaches Intercultural 
Studies at Northwestern College, 
St. Paul, Minn.
Dr. Richard W. Shaw (2007) 
has been called as professor of 
religion and mission, director of 
Kenya Campus and director of 
the Wayland Mission Center at 
Wayland Baptist University.   
Publications
40 Intimate Journeys with Jesus by 
Don Demaray 
Forever Family by Jan Sullivan
How to Move Without Losing Your 
Mind or the Remote Control by 
Kathryn Bennett Trainor
The Mystic Way of Evangelism: A 
Contemplative Vision for Christian 
Outreach by Elaine Heath
Revisiting God: A Commonsense 
Approach to Theism by Joseph B. 
Okello
Shortening the Leap, from Honest 
Doubt to Enduring Faith by Dr. 
Robert G. Tuttle
A Stroke of Grace: Hope for Those 
Who Suffer and Those Who Care by 
Dr. David McKenna
Alumni news 
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Kingdom 
Encounter
Asbury Florida campus
Feb. 2-4, 2009
Speakers: 
Danny Wuerffel, director of 
Desire Street Ministries
Tyron Inbody, author of The 
Many Faces of Christology
Registration Information:
$99: Early Bird  
        (before 12.1.08)
$125: Regular  
$99: Group Rate (10+) 
$25:  3 CEU Credits
Register online today!
asburyseminary.edu
Upcoming events
Speaking engagements
october
10-12: Stephen A. Seamands, 
Central United Methodist 
Church, Fayetteville, Ark.
16: Robert G. Tuttle, “Fall Fling” 
Lay Retreat, Lake Junaluska, N.C.
17-19: Stephen A. Seamands, 
Seashore District Pastors 
Retreat, Gulfport, Miss.
24: David McKenna, Inaugural 
Address for President Charles 
Webb at Spring Arbor University, 
Spring Arbor, Mich.
24-26: Ben Witherington, 
Chapel Hill Lectures & Preaching, 
Chapel Hill, N.C.
24-26: Steve Stratton, marriage 
retreat, Clifty Falls State Park 
(Madison, Ind.) for Wesley Chapel 
UMC
26-27: Stephen A. Seamands, 
revival, Mt.Vernon United 
Methodist Church, Rocky Face, 
Ga.
31: Chris Fisher, Lecture: “A Case 
Study in Worldview Change: 
Faith, Science, and the ‘Modern’ 
fate of Modernity.” Noon, Penn 
State University Schuylkill 
Campus, Schuylkill Haven, Penn.  
november
7-9: Stephen A. Seamands, 
Spiritual Renewal Weekend, 
Centerville Community Church, 
Centerville, Ohio
13: David McKenna, Sacrificial 
Leadership in a Self-Centered 
World, Bellevue, Wash.
14-16: Robert G. Tuttle, 
preaching, Palatka, Fla.
21-25: Ben Witherington, two 
lectures and a panel discussion, 
Society of Biblical Literature 
Conference, Boston, Mass.
23: Bill Arnold, SBL Consultation 
on “God’s Word in Human 
Words” by Kenton L. Sparks, 
Society of Biblical Literature, 
Boston, Mass.
23: James Miller, presenting a 
paper entitled, “Ethnic Identity 
‘in Christ’ according to Paul” 
Society of Biblical Literature 
Conference, Boston, Mass.
january
10-12: Bill Arnold, Sequoyah 
Hills Presbyterian Church, Annual 
Speaker Series, Knoxville, Tenn.
february
6-7: Ken Kinghorn, West 
Washington State United 
Methodist Pastors, Seattle, Wash.
13-14: Ken Kinghorn, East 
Washington State United 
Methodist Pastors
6-8: Ben Witherington, Teaching 
& Preaching, Ft Wayne, Ind.
20-22: Steve Stratton, Workshop 
for Christian Services Agency, 
Houston, Texas
The Alumni office reserves the right to edit all content submitted to this portion of 
The Asbury Alumni Link due to space constraints.
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(re)capture the Spirit! 
November 11 and 13, 2008 
Asbury Florida campus
Come to the Asbury Florida campus and experience community, 
worship and fellowship. Your day will be filled with classes, 
conversation, and chapel that will reconnect you with friends and 
faculty. Contact Dr. Kandace L. Brooks, Director of Community Life at 
407.482.7584. For more information go to asburyseminary.edu.
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Phonathon 2009
Tammy Hogan
What do you feel when you hear the word 
Phonathon? Do you immediately have a 
feeling of dread and then spend the month 
of January avoiding the phone? Or do you 
look forward to hearing from us and make 
sure that you get to talk to the student from 
Asbury? Or maybe you are somewhere in 
between. You want to talk to the student, but 
ministry has you so busy that it is hard to 
make the time. 
Trust me, I totally understand. Let me share 
how we feel about Phonathon. We know there 
will be long hours, including weekends, but 
the main feeling is excitement. Why? That is 
simple — because we get to connect with you! 
We get to hear stories of ministry, and pray 
with and for you. This means a great deal 
to our students. They see a glimpse of what 
the future holds for them when they enter 
ministry. They hear your stories of rejoicing 
and of pain. This helps the future become 
real instead of unknown. They also connect 
with someone who knows what they are 
going through here in seminary.
This is total ministry for us. We want to lift 
you up in prayer, not just in that moment, 
but throughout the entire year. Two years ago 
we called an alum who was starting an inner 
city ministry. He asked us to pray for “Rocky,” 
who was the worst gang leader in that city. He 
knew that if Rocky was saved, others would 
follow. We did not just pray for Rocky on 
the phone that night. We continued to pray 
for Rocky throughout that year. This past 
January, we called that same alum. He had 
exciting news to share! He had just returned 
from the inner city ministry and Rocky had 
come forward for salvation that very night. 
Rocky’s first prayer request was for his friends 
and family to come to know the Lord as well. 
Our alum was so excited and thanked us for 
praying for Rocky. We were just as excited 
that night. We stopped phoning and we, too, 
joined in the joy, which was in heaven, over 
this sinner who had repented. We can not 
wait to call this alum again this year. We have 
been praying for Rocky’s family and friends 
throughout this year, and we want to hear 
how they are doing. 
So, this January will you let us join you in 
your ministry? Will you let us hear your 
prayer requests? Will you let us pray for you 
and your requests throughout this coming 
year? Please! We want to bless you, and in 
return you bless us. 
We look forward to talking to you! We try 
to contact you using your home phone 
number. If you would prefer that we contact 
you another way (via cell or your work 
number), please send it to us at alumni@
asburyseminary.edu. Talk to you in January!
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